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Videotaped Address to the People of Albania
June 21, 1999

To the people of Albania, on behalf of all
the American people, I want to express our grat-
itude for the courageous stand you have taken
for peace, tolerance, and freedom in south-
eastern Europe. And I want to pledge my sup-
port for your own efforts to build a strong and
prosperous democracy.

This spring, when Mr. Milosevic launched his
bloody campaign of ethnic cleansing in Kosovo,
no country bore a greater burden than Albania,
and no country did more to help humanity pre-
vail. You opened your skies to the NATO air-
craft that brought this nightmare to an end.
You opened your ports and your airfields to
the troops and aid workers who came here to
help the refugees.

And most important, you opened your homes
and your hearts to more than 300,000 victims
of ethnic cleansing, giving them shelter and food
and hope, even though your own country still
faces enormous challenges. History will record
that one of the greatest acts of barbarity Europe
has seen in this century was defeated with the
help of one of the greatest acts of compassion
we have seen.

The whole world knows what you have done
in the last several months. And we also know
that you have done it while struggling to over-
come perhaps the most cruel legacy of isolation
and repression of any of Europe’s formerly
Communist states.

We still have much work to do. We have
to work together to get the Kosovar refugees
back to their homes safely. We’ll have to keep
helping those who must remain a while longer
in Albania. We’ll need to station more NATO
troops in your country to support those keeping
the peace in Kosovo. For the people of Albania,

there will be a continuing burden, but there
will also be an opportunity to deepen your part-
nership with NATO and your integration with
Europe and the future prosperity that will bring.

America will do all it can to help you recover
from the economic and social upheaval caused
by the war, to help you strengthen your democ-
racy, to enshrine the rule of law, and to attract
new investment to create new jobs and new
opportunities. And we’ll work with you to build
a southeastern Europe that is coming together
around the promise of freedom and prosperity,
instead of being torn apart by hatred and blood-
shed. We want you to be on the front lines
of democracy and prosperous development in
southeastern Europe, not on the front line of
aggression and tyranny.

You have shown in this crisis that a nation’s
standing in the world is measured not just by
its wealth, its power, or its size but also by
the principles it upholds and the responsibilities
it is willing to assume. The world’s admiration
for Albania has risen immeasurably in the last
few months. If you stay on the path you have
chosen, we will stay by your side.

I thank you for all you have done and for
all we will do together in the months and years
ahead.

NOTE: The address was videotaped at approxi-
mately 5:40 p.m. in the Bibliotek Room at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Cologne, Germany, on
June 20 for later broadcast on the U.S. Informa-
tion Agency WORLDNET. The transcript was
embargoed for release until 4 p.m. on June 21.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of this address.

Exchange With Reporters Following Discussions With Prime Minister
Janez Drnovsek of Slovenia in Ljubljana
June 21, 1999

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, I wonder if you could
tell us what President Clinton’s visit means to

your country, what you hope to get out of the
visit?
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Prime Minister Drnovsek. [Inaudible]—to
visit, the first time we have the President of
the United States in Slovenia, and I think it
is confirmation of excellent relations that we es-
tablished during the last year. And we cooper-
ated in southeast situation; the Kosovo crisis was
another crisis.

So I think this is a confirmation for Slovenia,
for our partnership, because of our role in this
part of the world.

President Boris Yeltsin of Russia
Q. Mr. President, yesterday you had a chance

to sit down across the table from Boris Yeltsin.
We saw him get off at the airport. He looked

very frail; at times his speech sounded slurred.
You sat across the table, eyeball-to-eyeball. How
would you assess Boris Yeltsin today?

President Clinton. Yesterday, I can say, his
movements were halting, but his mind was quite
clear. He was very precise, very strong, and
very eager for us to resolve our past differences
and go on into the future. I actually was reas-
sured by the meeting. I thought he was quite
strong and quite clear yesterday.

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:55 p.m. in the
Presidential Palace. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Remarks to the People of Ljubljana
June 21, 1999

Thank you, Thank you. Dober dan! You have
certainly provided for me a welcome to Slovenia
I will never forget.

Mr. President, Mr. Prime Minister, Mayor
Potocnik; to the young lady who introduced me,
Irena Majcen; and to your famous Olympian
Leon Stukelj; and to all the people of Slovenia,
thank you very much.

I would also like to thank the Big Band of
RTV for playing my national anthem and yours.
Let’s give the band a hand, there. [Applause]

I have wanted to visit your country for a long
time. The whole world admires Slovenia’s suc-
cess in building freedom and prosperity, and
now we look to you to play a crucial role as
we build a better future for all of Europe. Your
great Olympic champion Leon Stukelj has now
lived 100 years. He has lived throughout this
century, the bloodiest and most turbulent in his-
tory, from the collapse of Austria-Hungary to
the first Yugoslav State, from fascist invaders
to Soviet forces to Tito’s Yugoslavia. Think how
many armies have marched through this square,
how many flags have been raised over your city.

Now, at last, the flag flying in this capital
stands for independence and democracy and the
better life you are building. Congratulations, and
God bless you.

All over the world, people seek the same kind
of freedom and justice and peace that you have
brought here—from Northern Ireland to the
Middle East, to southern Africa, and in central

and southeastern Europe. But we know these
gains are fragile, for freedom’s enemies hope
for our failure. Therefore, we must keep moving
forward to deepen democracy and widen oppor-
tunity, to build genuine communities and lasting
peace.

To succeed, we must begin with a simple
truth: Racial and religious hatred has no place
in a civilized society. That is why free nations
stood against Mr. Milosevic’s ethnic cleansing
and killing in Kosovo. Now the Serb forces have
left, the international security forces are moving
in, and the Kosovars are going home. This is
a great day for freedom.

I thank Slovenia for standing with NATO and
for providing vital aid to the refugees. For all
you have done, I am very, very grateful. Thank
you.

Eight years ago Mr. Milosevic triggered a
military assault on your nation. But you resisted.
You secured your freedom, and you proclaimed:
It will never be the same again. Now, all the
people—all the people of every part of Europe
must be able to say the same thing. Democracy,
tolerance, and human rights must prevail every-
where. For no nation is safe, no prosperity is
stable if conflict and refugees and crime and
terrorism can be pushed across borders.

We must build a Europe with no frontline
states, a Europe undivided, democratic, and at
peace for the first time in history. And Slovenia
can lead the way. And America will help.
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